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is the love not of the race nor of the individual, but of the
race in the individual; it is the love not of all men nor
yet of every man, but of the man in every man.

This ought not to be regarded as a mere Platonic,
dream. Though it finds expression most easily and
naturally in Platonic language, it is in reality one of
the most hackneyed and familiar of truths. There is a
fellow-feeling, a yearning of kindness towards a human
being as such, which is not dependent upon the character
of the particular human being who excites it, but rises
before that character displays itself, and does not at once
or altogether subside when it exhibits itself as un-
amiable. We save a man from drowning whether he is
amiable or the contrary, and we should consider it right
to do so even though we knew him to be a very great
criminal, simply because lie is a man. By examples like
this we may discover that a love for humanity as such
exists, and that it is a natural passion which would be
universal if special causes did not extinguish it in special
cases, but like all other human passions, it may be in-
definitely increased and purified by training and by extra-
ordinary agencies that may be brought to bear upon it.
Now this was the passion upon which Christ- seized, and
treating it as the law-making power or root of morality
in human nature, trained and developed it into that
Christian spirit which received the new name of a.yoL7rv\.

The objection is then removed which represents Christ's
rule of universal love as impracticable because different
men may exhibit opposite qualities, for it is shown that
there is a kind of love which may be felt for unamiable
persons. And though it must be admitted that there is
an extreme degree of unamiability which quenches this